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Township Clerk Called the Meeting to Order 
 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Township Clerk Reports that at the Municipal Electi on held on November 4, 
2014, the following persons were elected: 
 
 Russell W. Felter to a Four Year Term as Mayor 
 Deborah (Debi) Merz to a Four Year Term to the Township Council  
 Michael J. Sanchelli to a Four Year Term to the Township Council  
 
The Oath of Office was Administered to: 
 
 Russell W. Felter as his wife, Tami, held the Bible 
 
 Debi Merz as her friend, Jean Wilson, held the Bible 
 
 Michael J. Sanchelli as his wife, Debbie, held the Bible 
 
Township Clerk Calls for Nominations for Council Pr esident 
 Sanchelli nominated Yocum, Dunham seconded the nomination. 
 
 Motion:  Merz made a motion to close the nominations 
 Motion:   Merz, second Sanchelli 

 Mr. Dunham   Aye 
 Mrs. Merz   Aye 
 Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
 Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
 Mr. Yocum   Aye 

 
Council President Yocum Conducted the Remainder of the Meeting 
 
Roll Call 

Present      Absent  
  Mr. Dunham 
  Mrs. Merz 
  Mr. Sanchelli 
  Mr. Birmingham 
  President Yocum 
  Township Attorney, Lawrence Cohen 
  Lori Harvin, Township Clerk 
 
 Mrs. Harvin said, “Let the record show that Mayor Felter and Administrator 
James Leach are present.  Also present is Senator Pennachio, Assemblyman Jay 
Webber, Freeholder Director Kathy DeFillippo, Freeholder Cesaro, and former Mayor 
Chamberlain. 
 
Notice of Presiding Officer 

President Yocum said, “This Reorganization/Regular Council meeting for 
January 7, 2015, commencing at 7:00 p.m. has been properly noticed in accordance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act by notice to the official newspapers of the Township 
on December 31, 2014.” 
 
Invocation 
 Yocum asked everyone to rise and Councilman Dunham delivered the Invocation. 
 
Yocum Called for Nominations for Council Vice Presi dent 
 Birmingham nominated Merz, Dunham seconded the nomination. 
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 Motion:  Yocum made a motion to close the nominations. 
 Mr. Dunham   Aye 
 Mrs. Merz   Aye 
 Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
 Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
 President Yocum  Aye 

 
Mayor’s Appointments             (2-A) 
 Felter read his Appointments followed by his Appointments requiring the 
Council’s Advice and Consent. 
 
 The Council voted on the Advice and Consent portion of the Mayor’s 
Appointments 
 Mayor’s Appointments with Advice and Consent 
  Motion:   Sanchelli, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Council’s Appointments             (2-C) 
 Yocum read the Council’s appointments and Council President’s Appointments. 
 
Resolution and Proclamation for Gold Award Recipien t:  Kristen      (2-D) 
Swerzenski 
 Yocum asked Kristen Swerzenski to come forward along with her family.  Felter 
then presented the Proclamation congratulating Kristen on her Award.  Yocum asked 
Assemblyman Webber to read the Resolution commending Kristen on the achievement 
of her Gold Award.  Yocum presented Kristen with a Township pin and pen. Kristen 
received individual congratulations from the Council members. 
 
Resolution and Proclamation for Eagle Scout Award:  Daniel Swerzenski     (2-E) 
 Yocum asked Daniel Swerzenski to come forward along with his family.  Felter 
then presented the Proclamation congratulating Daniel on his Award.  Yocum asked 
Assemblyman Webber to read the Resolution commending Daniel on the achievement 
of his Eagle Scout Award.  Yocum presented Daniel with a Township pin and pen. 
Daniel received individual congratulations from the Council members. 
 
Recess 
 The meeting adjourned for Recess at 7:35 p.m. and reconvened at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings 

• December 17, 2014 Regular  All Members Present 
 Motion:   Dunham, second Birmingham 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Council Reports 
 Sanchelli said thank you to everyone for his re-election and that he looks forward 
to another four years of working with the Council and Administration.  Sanchelli 
commented that although the Council is made up of individuals with very different 
personalities, nothing is ever done to embarrass anyone or the Township.  Sanchelli 
said he looks forward to four more years of moving forward. 
 
 Merz said she would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and 
Happy New Year.  Merz thanked the Freeholders for coming up to Jefferson to visit this 
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evening and for being so receptive to any issues that are going on in Jefferson.  Merz 
thanked everyone for her re-election and for electing her as Vice President.  Merz said 
that if she did not have the backing of her family she would not be able to sit in this 
position and do the job that she is able to do.  Merz said that she loves Jefferson and 
she cannot imagine living anywhere else. 
 
 Birmingham wished everyone a Happy New Year.  Birmingham thanked the 
Freeholders for coming to the meeting, especially in light of the 39 towns that they 
represent.  Birmingham commented that Berkshire Valley Road has lost the passing 
lanes and it has posed problems when vehicles are traveling behind particularly slow 
moving trucks or disabled vehicles.  Birmingham said that there are bus turn-arounds on 
Berkshire Valley Road and perhaps those turn-arounds can be paved when the road is 
paved.   
 
 Dunham congratulated the Mayor, Sanchelli and Merz on their re-election.  
Dunham said that it is a pleasure working with all three of them, particularly in the area 
of honesty and cooperation.  Dunham congratulated the Council President and Vice 
President.  Dunham said happy and safe New Year to all the Township residents.  
Dunham commented that all the roads were passable during all the storms.  Dunham 
said a special thank you to the Police since they are the first responders in town.   
 
 Yocum said he would like to reiterate his thanks to all the Council members for 
all of their efforts over the last year.  Yocum said that this will be a challenging year, 
especially during the Budget process.  The Council has a good working relationship with 
the Administration and the Budget process does work here.  Yocum said that they can 
always strive to do better.  Yocum said there are a couple of large issues that they will 
be dealing with as this year goes on but he is confident that this Council will be able to 
deal with whatever comes their way. 
 
Administrative Reports of Mayor and Administrator 
 Felter said he has two subjects he would like to touch on and that he will be 
concentrating on this year.  The two items that he talks to people in town about and that 
he receives complaints about are 1) speeding and 2) the drug problem.  Felter said that 
they try to be aggressive with both, however, the Police Department can be aggressive 
and do enforcement, but there has to be a real acknowledgement in the community.  
 
 Felter said that heroine has become the plague of the 21st century along with 
prescription drug use.  It is just not Jefferson it is everywhere.  Felter said that forums 
are held, and he commended Councilwoman Merz and JT CONNECT and the Municipal 
Alliance, but the same people show up all the time.  Felter said that there needs to be a 
real discussion about the problem.  The problem starts at home, in the medicine cabinet, 
or in their friend’s medicine cabinet.  Felter spoke about the need for community 
awareness.  Felter said the problem affects everyone.  It causes burglaries and traffic 
problems and it crosses age and social economic boundaries. 
 
 Felter announced that there is going to be a teen center called the Teen Scene.  
It will begin in February, the third Friday of February, March, April and May.  Felter said 
that it will begin at Camp Jefferson and eventually it will be held at one of the schools.  
Felter said it will be an event where kids can go and meet with other kids in a drug free 
environment.   
 
 Felter said that more enforcement will be done with regard to speeding.  Felter 
commented that in many neighborhoods, residents should be aware of their speed while 
driving to and from their homes.  The Police will be monitoring speed on Route 15. 
 
 Leach said that the Administration has been working with the County regarding 
the paving of Berkshire Valley Road.  Leach said that the County Engineer’s Office’s 
draft 2015 Resurfacing Program does include approximately 1 mile of Berkshire Valley 
Road from West Elro Drive to the Reservoir Bridge.  Leach said that it will be a couple 
months before the Freeholders adopt a Capital Budget and Leach asked the Council to 
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send a letter to the Freeholders to keep these funds in the Budget since there is a 
Public Safety need.  Leach said he will have Officer Davis contact the County 
Engineer’s Office about the pull off areas as Councilman Birmingham spoke.  Mayor 
Felter mentioned the traffic light at Berkshire Valley and Ridge and Leach said the light 
will be rebuilt. 
 
 Leach said Lake Winona authorized an application for the repair of the Lake 
Winona Dam.  The Town received word that there was a change in the leadership and 
said he will be attending a meeting at their Clubhouse along with, Township Engineer, 
Elam, tomorrow night at 6:30 p.m.   Leach invited one or two Council people to attend. 
 
Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 Yocum opened the meeting up to the public for questions or comments. 
 
 Kathy DeFillippo, Freeholder Director, came forward and said that next week the 
Capital Budget will be Introduced.  DeFillippo said that Berkshire Valley Road is a 
County Road and it comes to the Council’s attention quite a bit. 
 
 DeFillippo said she echoes the Mayor’s comments on drug abuse and she has 
participated in a Taskforce on this subject.  The County has been educating students 
and they will begin educating Senior Citizens.  Dunham commented on the program to 
collect expired and unused prescription drugs.  Birmingham commented on the 
prescribing of opiates and physicians becoming part of the network to prevent over-
prescribing.  Yocum asked that information about the County’s Taskforce be more 
widely disseminated.  Merz commented that the Township currently has 3 active 
members on the County’s Taskforce.  Felter said that the Taskforce is a wonderful 
effort, however, the public must receive the information.  Felter said that the Municipal 
Alliance and CONNECT send fliers home from school all the time along with advertising 
in the newspapers.  Merz added that the problem is complex and for many it begins with 
mental illness, such as, depression and anxiety.  The problem reaches out into 
everyone’s life and everyone has been touched by someone who has mental illness.  
DeFillippo said that she will make sure that the information from the Taskforce is 
disseminated. 
 
 Mr. Wasnicki came forward and suggested bringing drug sniffing dogs into the 
schools.  Felter said that this is already done on a random basis.  Wasnicki asked how 
the Administration plans on getting information out to the public.  Felter said that one 
way is through the Township’s website, which is being redone.  The other way is 
through the Township Schools, the Aim, the Patch and even the Honeywell Alert. 
 
 Anne Augustyn of 41 Paderewski Road came forward and asked who can be 
contacted if a parent knows of a problem.  Mayor Felter said that the State Laws at this 
point lean more heavily now toward rehabilitation.  If a crime is being committed, of 
course, the Police should be contacted.  Felter said information will be provided for 
treatment and there are places to go for confidentiality.  Merz said there are links on the 
School’s website for BILY (Because I Love You) for information and resources.  Yocum 
said that the Administration and the Council recognize that a better job needs to be 
done getting the information out and over the next few months there will be more 
information provided. 
 
 Yocum closed the Public Portion of the meeting. 
 
 Sanchelli announced that on Saturday, January 10, at 3:00 p.m. there will be a 
Horror Happens Production Showcase of Zombie Films at Camp Jefferson. 
 
Public Presentation 

• 2015 Community Development Block Grant - Drainage/Road 
Improvements 
Leach explained that this is a Woodport Area Road Resurfacing Project for 

streets including:  John Street, Danbury Lane, Abbott Drive, Pine Street, Spruce Street.  
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The project involves prep, milling, paving, striping and the total cost is $117,910.  The 
Application has already been filed.  Yocum asked if any Council members have any 
questions.  Merz commented that the recent presentation given at a meeting in 
reference to redevelopment which described how percentages are used within certain 
tracts to qualify projects.  Leach commented that this has been done in Jefferson for 
certain projects. 
 
Ordinances for First Reading 

ORDINANCE No. 2-15:  BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION IN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF JEFFERSON, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, 
NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $1,600,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,511,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF 
THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING SUCH APPROPRIATION IS 
OFFERED FOR ADOPTION ON FIRST READING WITH SECOND 
READING AND FINAL HEARING SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 21, 
2015 

 
  Motion:   Dunham, second Birmingham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolutions 
 Resolution #15-1:  Temporary Budget for 2015         (5-A) 
  Motion:   Birmingham, second Sanchelli 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Resolution #15-2:  Approval of Bills             (5-B) 
  Motion:   Yocum, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Motion: 

Headley Lumber PO: 14-04021  $38.67 
Headley Lumber PO: 14-04031  $109.63 
Headley Lumber PO: 14-04036  $158.19 

  Motion:   Birmingham, second Merz 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Motion:  Purchase Order 14-04253  $175.00 

  Motion:   Birmingham, second Merz 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 
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 Resolution #15-3:  Authorize Passage of Consent Agenda           (6-A) 
  Motion:   Birmingham, second Yocum 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Resolution #15-4:  Authorize Professional Services Contracts with:        (6-B) 

(1) Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, Auditor for the period ending 
December 31, 2015; 

(2) Hawkins, Delafield & Wood LLP, Bond Counsel for a period ending 
December 31, 2015; 

(3) Fox Architectural Design PC, Architectural Services for a period ending 
December 31, 2015; 

(4) Integra Krauser & Cirz Inc d/b/a Integra Realty Resources, Property 
Appraisals for a period ending December 31, 2015; 

  Motion:   Merz, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #15-5:   Temporary Capital Budget for 2015        (6-C) 

  Motion:   Sanchelli, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 No one came forward. 
 
Adjournment at 8:49 p.m. 

Motion:   Dunham, second Sanchelli 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Dated:  January 7, 2015 
 
Attested:      Approved: 
 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________________ 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk   Richard W. Yocum, Council President 
 


