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Roll Call     Present    Absent 
Mr. Dunham 
Mr. Sanchelli 
Mr. Birmingham 
Vice President Merz 
President Yocum 
Township Attorney, Lawrence Cohen 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk 
 
 Mrs. Harvin said, “Let the record show that Mayor Russ Felter and Administrator, 
James Leach, are present. 
 
Salute to the Flag 
 Yocum asked everyone to rise to salute the flag. 
 
Notice of Presiding Officer 

President Yocum said, “This Regular Council meeting for December 16, 2015, 
commencing at 6:00 p.m. has been properly noticed in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act by notice to the official newspapers of the Township on December 10, 
2015.” 
 
Swearing In of New Police Officers 
 Chief William Craig asked Police Officer Charles Paskas to come forward.  
Mayor Felter administered the Oath of Office to Officer Paskas while his wife and family 
held the Bible.  Officer Paskas’ wife pinned his badge.  Officer Paskas received 
individual congratulations from the Council. 
 
 Chief William Craig asked Police Officer James Stokes to come forward.  Mayor 
Felter administered the Oath of Office to Officer Stokes while his family held the Bible.  
Officer Stokes’ father pinned his badge.  Officer Stokes received individual 
congratulations from the Council. 
 
 Chief William Craig asked Police Officer Bryan McCarthy to come forward.  
Mayor Felter administered the Oath of Office to Officer McCarthy while his wife held the 
Bible.  Officer McCarthy’s wife pinned his badge.  Officer McCarthy received individual 
congratulations from the Council. 
 
 Chief William Craig asked Police Officer Mark Williams to come forward.  Mayor 
Felter administered the Oath of Office to Officer Williams while his wife held the Bible.  
Officer Williams’ wife pinned his badge.  Officer Williams received individual 
congratulations from the Council. 
 
 Yocum said that on behalf of the Council he would like to say that Jefferson 
Township has the best Police Department in the State of New Jersey and the Council 
appreciates all the hard work.  The Police Department is an asset to the Community. 
 
Recess 
 The Council adjourned for a recess at 6:17 p.m. and reconvened at 6:29 p.m.  
Birmingham did not return. 
 
Resolutions 
 Resolution #15-89:  Approval of Bills           (116-A) 
  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Absent 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 



JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting 

December 16, 2015 
Jefferson Township Municipal Building 

 

117 

Motion: 
PO No. 15-03647 Attitudes in Reverse- $500.00 

  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Absent 
  Vice President Merz  Not Voting 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Motion: 
PO No. 15-02981 Headley Lumber- $130.29 

  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Yocum 
   Mr. Dunham   Not Voting 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Absent 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Mayor Presentation of Character Counts Awards to: 
 Scott Luker and Thomas DeVries 
 Mayor Felter asked Scott Luker and Thomas DeVries to come forward and he 
presented the Character Counts Awards to them for their work with the Challenger 
Program.  Felter commented that the Challenger League Program would not exist 
without the efforts of Luker and DeVries.  Felter said that the Challenger League 
Program is a sports program for all children with disabilities.  The Program began 10 
years ago with the help of Luker and DeVries. 
 
 Birmingham returned to the meeting at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting  

December 2, 2015 Regular President Yocum Absent 
 Motion:  Merz, second Sanchelli 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Council Reports 

• Motion:  Schedule ReOrganization Meeting January 6, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 Motion:  Yocum, second Sanchelli 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Birmingham said that this year the Christmas in the Village Event was great.  
Birmingham commented that this was the 25th year that Pete Tummillo has volunteered 
to lead the Community Band.  Birmingham asked that the Council prepare a Resolution 
honoring his 25 years of dedication to this Community Band. 
 
 Birmingham reported that he attended the Christmas Tree Lighting and the 
Menorah Lighting.  Birmingham said there was a nice turn out for each event. 
 
 Dunham said that he would like to wish everyone a very nice Christmas and that 
the Council is blessed to have the people they have working in the town.  Dunham 
wished everyone a happy healthy New Year. 
 
 Dunham said that he attended the Christmas Tree Lighting and the Menorah 
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Lighting and he commented that the new lights look nice and are energy efficient.   
 
 Dunham reported that he spent 30 minutes on the computer taking part in the 
cyber training and he encouraged the Administration to have all the employees take 
part in the training. 
 
 Dunham reported that he attended the Planning Board meeting and he 
commented to the Administration that he was very well received as a new member.  
Dunham thanked the Planning Board members for their hard work and cooperation with 
businesses that come before them. 
 
 Dunham thanked Elam for all the water projects that he has worked on over the 
past few years.  Dunham thanked Elam for the work he has done and the money saved 
on the Lake Swannanoa Dam Project.  Dunham thanked Elam for his engineering work 
and for getting the town through previous winters. 
 
 Dunham thanked Hopkins for his work as Tax Assessor and Technology 
Director.  Dunham said that he realizes the work Hopkins does to keep the town up to 
date on the assessments.  Dunham thanked Hopkins for all the work he did to keep the 
town up and running during last week’s computer issues. 
 
 Dunham said he would like to thank his fellow Council members, Mayor and 
Administrator and Chief Financial Officer for all the work and cooperation.  Dunham 
said that he feels the Departments are very well staffed and staffed at the adequate 
levels. 
 
 Birmingham said that he attended the Library Board Meeting and the same 
officers were reinstated for 2016.  The officers are appreciative of the assistance that 
the Council and Administration provides.  The Board is on track to complete the 
overhang on the Library building by the summer. 
 
 Sanchelli said that he would like to thank the Administration and Mayor for all 
the work that is done over the year.  Sanchelli said that a very prominent person in the 
County told him today that no other town in Morris County is run better than Jefferson 
Township. 
 
 Sanchelli said that he would like to echo everything that Dunham has said and 
he would also like to thank Elam for his military service. 
 
 Sanchelli wished his fellow Council members a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  Sanchelli said that he feels every year is better and that is what they strive 
for in Jefferson Township. 
 
 Merz said that she has been told numerous times how outstanding the Municipal 
Grounds look this year.  Merz said she would like to thank the entire Municipal Building 
and all the employees and volunteers that are involved for their time, efforts and talents 
for the last year.  Merz said she wishes that 2016 will be a happy and healthy year for 
everyone.  Merz said that her fellow Council members and the Administration make her 
work easier and she truly enjoys what she does and she loves living in Jefferson 
Township. 
 
 Merz commented that Christmas in the Village was a great event with all the 
activities. 
 
 Yocum said that he echoes the sentiments of his fellow Council members.  
Yocum said that he is extremely proud to serve as the President of this Council in 
Jefferson Township.  Yocum wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and 
Happy New Year. 
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Administrative Reports of Mayor and Administrator 
 Felter said that he would like to thank Elam for all his work over the past 11 
years.  Elam has accomplished numerous projects for the town, including utility projects, 
Turf fields, road projects, and the Lake Swannanoa project.  Felter said Elam has 
worked hard to save the town money and provide quality work.  Felter said that they are 
extremely proud of his service.  Felter wished Elam well on achieving his second Star. 
 
 Felter commented that Superintendent Joe Kramer has retired.  The Council and 
Administration has enjoyed a good working relationship with Kramer and the Board of 
Education.  Felter said that the town looks forward to working with the Board of 
Education and the new Superintendent. 
 
 Felter thanked the Council for all the work and cooperation over the past year.  
Felter wished everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 
 
 Leach said that he would like thank the Council and Clerk’s Office for working 
with the Administration throughout the year. 
 
 Leach thanked Elam for all the work and projects that they completed over the 
years.  Leach commented on the exemplary work that was done on the Turf Fields. 
 
 Leach advised the Council that the draft Budget will be presented to the Council 
at the January 6 Reorganization meeting. 
 
 Leach commented that the State announced that it will have a Police Sergeant’s 
Examination in January. 
 
 Yocum said that he would like to thank on behalf of the Council, the Township 
Clerk, Lori Harvin, and Deputy Clerk, Maria Pivirotto.  Yocum said that the Clerk’s Office 
deals with all the Council’s business, confidential information and the public on a regular 
basis. 
 
New Business 

• Annual Assessment Maintenance Program         (119-A) 
Hopkins presented a report detailing the 2015 tax appeal season and the 2015 

reassessment.  Hopkins said that 2015 saw an increase in ratables of $32,000.000.  
There were 70 appeals for a total of $29,000,000 under appeal and $825,000 was lost 
with $22,000 lost in taxes. 

 
Hopkins spoke about the cost savings realized by the Annual Maintenance 

Program.  The County Budget increased by $16,000,000 over a 6 year period, however, 
Jefferson Township’s County Apportionment has decreased by $952,000.  The annual 
library funding has also been reduced by $196,000.  For 2015, Jefferson is saving 
$1,149,030 in County and Library taxes compared to 2009. 
 
 The Annual Reassessment guarantees that Jefferson will never need to perform 
a revaluation again.  A part time inspector has been hired.  Hopkins said that the town 
has gained an increase in assessment above and beyond our added assessment of 
$6,000,000.  Hopkins said that equates to $166,000 in revenue from tracking old 
permits and from seeing work that was done and never permitted.   
 
 Yocum thanked Hopkins for his determination.  Yocum said that Hopkins had an 
innovative idea that he presented several times and the Council has been behind him 
and supported him.  It has worked remarkably well in the best interests of the Township. 
 
Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 No one came forward. 
 

Resolution #15-90:  Authorize Passage of Consent Agenda         (119-B) 
  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Dunham 
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   Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #15-91:  Authorize Assignment of Tax Sale Certificate #05-00029     (120-A) 

  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Birmingham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #15-92:  Canceling Various Grant Items and Other Reserves      (120-B) 

  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Birmingham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #15-93:  Appropriation Transfers for 2015 Budget       (120-C) 

  Motion:  Sanchelli, second Birmingham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Miscellaneous/Public Portion:  No one came forward. 
 
Adjournment at 7:10 p.m. 

Motion:  Birmingham, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Dated:  December 16, 2015 
 
Attested:      Approved: 
 
 
 
_____________________________  ________________________________ 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk   Richard W. Yocum, Council President 
 
 
 


