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Roll Call 
Present       Absent 
Mr. Dunham      Mr. Sanchelli 
Mr. Birmingham 
Vice President Merz 
President Yocum 
Township Attorney, Lawrence Cohen Arrived at 7:00 p.m. 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk 
 
 Mrs. Harvin said, “Let the record show that Mayor Felter and Administrator 
James Leach are present.  Also present is CFO, William Eagen. 
 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Notice of Presiding Officer 

President Yocum said, “This Budget/Regular Council meeting for March 18, 
2015, commencing at 6:00 p.m. has been properly noticed in accordance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act by notice to the official newspapers of the Township on March 12, 
2015.” 
 
Budget Meeting 
Capital Budget Revisions 
 Eagen presented the Council with the revised Capital Budget pages.  Dunham 
said that he visited the DPW garage to view the equipment along with Schultz and Joe 
DiPaolo, the Mechanic.  Dunham detailed his findings and said he recommends one 
pick up truck; $10,000 for the maintenance shop equipment and replacement of the skid 
loader at $60,000.  Eagen said that at the Budget Hearing the Mason Dump was listed 
as Priority 2 on the list.  Eagen said that he funded the 1st and 2nd big priority items:  
$175,000 for a single axle dump truck and $90,000 for a Mason Dump.  Dunham said 
that he is suggesting adding $142,000 and subtracting the $90,000 for the Mason 
Dump.  This would bring the Capital just under a million.  Dunham spoke about the 
excavator/backhoe and said that there are two.  The Council discussed putting more 
funds into the repair of the excavator/backhoe. 
 
 Dunham listed the total number of trucks at 17 and he asked the Administration 
how many permanent employees work full time.  Leach said there are 18 altogether 
when the Supervisors are counted. 
 
 Yocum reviewed the Capital revisions: 
 DPW Pick Up Truck +$36,000.00 
 Maintenance Shop Equipment +$10,000.00 
 Skid Steer/Loader +$60,000.00 
 Mason Dump +$90,000.00 
 TOTAL +$196,000.00 
 
 The Council discussed whether or not the $90,000 for the Mason Dump should 
be removed.  Being that the Mason Dump was listed as a 2nd Priority, the decision was 
made to leave the Mason Dump in the Capital budget. 
 
 Revised Capital Budget $871,000.00 
 Council Changes +$196,000.00 
 TOTAL $1,067,000.00 
 
 Leach said that there is $13,000 from last year’s Loader and Yocum said that 
there may be some other areas where funds can be captured to bring the Capital under 
one million. 
 
 Dunham distributed information regarding a pre-fabricated pole building.  
Dunham commented that this building would serve the purpose of keeping the weather 
off the trucks.  Leach said he will investigate this type of option.  Yocum said that would 
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not have an impact on the $100,000 that is currently in the Budget for this building.   
 
Water Capital 
 Leach asked that $25,000 be added for the Abenacki Watermain Extension.  The 
extension will pass by additional residences that will be able to hook up.  The capacity 
fee to hook up into the system is $2,400.   
 
 Eagen said that the only other water capital item is the Radio Meter upgrade.  
The Council discussed the meter replacement and asked for an estimate on the 
completion of the project. 
 
Sewer Capital 
 The work is beginning on the Moosepac sewer plant closure and the pump 
station upgrade.   
 
Snow Trust 
 Eagen explained that of the $533,400 that is budgeted for Snow SW and OE; to 
date, approximately $50,000 more has been spent.  There is $158,000 left in the Snow 
Trust.  At tonight’s meeting there is a Resolution to transfer from the snow account, 
$63,402.  Eagen said that additional monies will be needed to get through the end of the 
year.  Eagen said that dollars will have to be added to the Introduced Budget.  No line 
item will go over a 10 percent change from the Introduction so no additional advertising 
will have to be done.  Leach commented that the Town tries to start the winter with full 
salt sheds, so after these winter months, salt has to be purchased for the end of the 
year.  Eagen said that he will add $50,000 to the snow accounts and keep $50,000 in 
the snow account to be kept as a November transfer. 
 
Recess 
 The Council adjourned for recess at 6:49 p.m. and reconvened into Open 
Session at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Presentation of Donation to Jefferson Municipal Animal Shelter by Ben Shapiro    (34-A) 
 Ben Shapiro came forward with his parents.  Ben read a short statement 
detailing a project he completed as part of his Bar Mitzvah.  Ben explained that he 
brought his dog to an assisted living facility to visit with the residents.  Ben said that he 
also wanted to do something to benefit the shelter in Jefferson Township.  Ben 
presented a check to Mayor Felter and Council President Yocum to be used for the 
Jefferson Township Animal Shelter.  Yocum thanked Ben and said that for someone his 
age to recognize the need of Animal Shelters shows a big heart, compassion and a lot 
of maturity.  Mayor Felter said that the donation is for $500 and he thanked Ben for his 
generosity.  Ben received individual congratulations from the Council. 
 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting  

February 25, 2015 Budget   Sanchelli Absent 
 Motion:  Merz, second Birmingham 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
March 4, 2015  Regular  Yocum & Sanchelli Absent 
 Motion:  Dunham, second Dunham 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Not Voting 
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Public Hearing Upon Adoption For Ordinances on Second Reading and 
Final Hearing: 

ORDINANCE #7-15:  TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL CAP BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 
40A:4-45:14) IS OFFERED FOR ADOPTION ON SECOND READING 
AND FINAL HEARING 

 
 Yocum opened the meeting up to the public for questions or comments specific 
to proposed Ordinance 7-15 and upon seeing no one come forward, he closed the 
public portion of the meeting. 
 

 Motion:  Merz, second Dunham 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Public Hearing 

Gypsy Moth Aerial Suppression Program in Compliance with NJ 
Department of Agriculture Recommendations 

 
 Yocum opened the meeting up to the public for questions or comments specific 
to the Gypsy Moth Aerial Suppression Program.  No one came forward.  Leach stated 
notification will be mailed to the areas that are being sprayed as well as another 
newspaper publication.  The Superintendent of Schools will also be making a 
notification.  Leach announced that $6854.00 is the Township cost for the spraying.  
This will be funded through the joint Open Space/Recreation Account because the land 
being sprayed adjoins open space property.   
 
 Yocum closed the public hearing. 
 
Council Reports 
 Dunham reported that he attended the Library Board Meeting and that he met 
with the Road Supervisor and Mechanic at the DPW to review equipment. 
 

Birmingham reported that he attended the Library Board Meeting and the ADA 
grant was discussed.  The Library Board President commented that he was very happy 
with the working relationship with the Administration and Council.   
 
 Birmingham reported that he attended the Rockaway River Watershed meeting.  
The RRWC will continue the testing of the river which includes three sites in Jefferson. 
 
 Merz reported that the Recreation Department will hold the Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on the 28th of March. 
 
 Merz asked about the issue on Como Terrace and Leach said that this was 
given to the Chief and Roger Davis was asked to make an investigation and 
recommendation. 
 
 Merz asked about the water issue on Lenape Trail.  Leach said that there were 
about 16 freeze ups this year.  Leach said that the issue on Lenape Trail were individual 
houses with connection freeze ups, not a watermain break. 
 
 Merz reported that the CONNECT Project for Mental Health will hold a walk for 
wellbeing with dogs over at Prospect Point.  The regular meeting is April 6th and a yoga 
demonstration will be held on relaxation. 
 
 Merz reported that she attended the Teen Scene meetings and the event is 
coming up on March 20.  Mayor Felter said that it is up on the website and sign up is 
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required to attend. 
 

 Yocum reported on an ongoing open investigation concerning the Wagon Wheel 
horse stables on Cozy Lake Road and the goal is to finally remove the animals from the 
property, with a Court Order.  Yocum said that the work is being done in cooperation 
with the NJSPCA, the Jefferson Township Animal Control, and the Jefferson Township 
Police Department. 

 
 Yocum said that there was an explosion today at Picatinny Arsenal that injured 
two civilian workers and necessitated the airlifting of one.  Leach said that the Township 
provided a fire truck to secure the airlifting zone. 
 
Administrative Reports of Mayor and Administrator 
 Felter asked to have a Proclamation for Autism Awareness placed on next 
month’s Agenda. 
 
 Felter reported that Sunday, May 17, is Projects in the Community Day and he 
would like to ask for help with various community based work.  Yocum suggested that 
volunteers go to the American Legion in Milton to clean up the grounds and building.  
Yocum asked the Administration to speak with the leadership at the American Legion to 
obtain their consent. 
 
 Leach reported that this morning on Notch Road, there was some icing by a bus 
stop.  A school bus went sideways and became stuck.  The police responded and the 
DPW assisted.  The bus was pulled out and the town has received a nice email from the 
Board of Education. 
 
 Felter said that a good job was done by the Police, the Sheriff’s Department and 
the FBI in dealing with the bank robbery.   
 
Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 Yocum opened the meeting up to the public for questions or comments. 
 
 Kim Reid of the Junior Women’s Club came forward and reported to the Council 
about the plans for the upcoming Teen Scene Event to be held on March 20.  Reid 
related the work that has been accomplished in the short period of time since coming 
together back in October.  Reid expressed her concern that the young people of 
Jefferson need a safe, drug free environment and place to go and that it is her hope that 
eventually there will be a permanent location for the teenagers. 
 
 Dunham asked about the waiver forms and if those would be on-site during the 
event.  Reid said yes and that Rhinesmith would be in possession of all the paperwork. 
 
 Yocum thanked Reid and said the amount of work that has been accomplished 
by Reid and the Committee this quickly is amazing.  Yocum said it is something that 
many people just would not do because it is difficult.  Yocum expressed the Council’s 
support for the Teen Scene Committee and events and their future endeavors. 
 
 Yocum closed the public portion of the meeting. 
 
New Business 

• Discussion Lake Shawnee Dam –Loan Agreement Between State of New 
Jersey, NJDEP, and Lake Shawnee Club, Inc. and The Township of 
Jefferson 

 
 Eric Wilsusen came forward as representative of the Lake Shawnee Club.  
Wilsusen explained the history of the Lake Shawnee Dam and the 2011 breach of that 
Dam.  Through the Club’s own resources, a SBAL was obtained to make repairs to the 
dam of approximately $700,000 which is being paid for out of Club dues.  In order to get 
the approvals to complete the dam repairs, some loan money has become available and 
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as part of the agreement to receive that loan money, the DEP requires the Township as 
a co-signor.  In 2012, the Township co-signed the application for the loan, which was a 
requirement for that application.  Wilsusen said that the improvements to the Dam are 
not to exceed $2 million, however, the engineer is working with the DEP and since the 
repair the DEP is looking for an upgrade of the South side of the dam which touches a 
piece of Township property.  The DEP has to come back with the recommendation.  
 
 Cohen explained that private groups cannot get these loans without the town’s 
co-signature.  The question becomes how is the town going to guarantee that the loan is 
paid.  Leach said that the way the Statute changed, the town does an assessment for 
benefits.  Wilsusen said that there is no question of membership at Lake Shawnee, it is 
just a matter of how everyone is assessed.  The Club has done a lot of work notifying 
the residents of the necessity of the repair work and the need for the loan.  Elam has 
reviewed the breach documents and he will be kept in the loop during the work on the 
plans for the repair. 
 
 Wilsusen said that the State has notified him that a new Agreement will be sent 
out.  Yocum asked Council if there were any further questions or concerns before 
moving forward.  The Council did not have any issues. 
 

• Discussion:  Support of A-1109 – An Act to Provide Protections for 
Individuals with Developmental Disabilities Through Accountability and 
Transparency; Designated as “Stephen Komninos’ Law” 

 
Yocum explained that the Council received a request from a neighboring town 

for a Resolution in Support of A-1109.  The Council reviewed the legislation and due to 
concerns that the legislation may be overly burdensome, the decision was made to hold 
off on the Resolution at this time. 
 
Ordinances for First Reading: 

ORDINANCE #8-15:  ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 235-9 OF 
THE JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “HEALTH 
CENTER FEES” IS OFFERED FOR ADOPTION ON FIRST READING 
WITH SECOND READING AND FINAL HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 
APRIL 1, 2015. 

 
  Motion:  Merz, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 

ORDINANCE #10-15:  ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 OF THE 
JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED 
“ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT” AND MORE PARTICULARLY 
SUBSECTION 7-124 ENTITLED “WATER RATES; SERVICE FEES; 
CAPACITY CHARGES” BY AMENDING THE FEES FOR METERED 
WATER SERVICE IS OFFERED FOR ADOPTION ON FIRST READING 
WITH SECOND READING AND FINAL HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 
APRIL 1, 2015. 

 
  Motion:  Birmingham, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 
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Resolutions 
 Resolution #15-18a:  Temporary Budget Amendment           (38-A) 
  Motion:  Birmingham, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Resolution #15-19:  Appropriation Transfer             (38-B) 
  Motion:  Merz, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Resolution #15-20:  Approval of Bills             (38-C) 
  Motion:  Merz, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Motion:  Approval of PO 15-00316 Headley Lumber $93.84 
  Motion:  Birmingham, second Merz 
   Mr. Dunham   Not Voting 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Resolution #15-21:  Authorize Passage of Consent Agenda         (38-D) 
  Motion:  Birmingham, second Dunham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Resolution #15-22:  Executive Session:  Clerk’s Office – Personnel        (38-E) 
and Pending Litigation 
  Motion:  Dunham, second Yocum 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 No one came forward. 
 
Recess 
 The Council adjourned into Executive Session at 8:07 p.m. and reconvened into 
Open Session at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Adjournment at 8:25 p.m. 

Motion:  Merz, second Birmingham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 
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  Mr. Sanchelli   Absent 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Merz  Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Dated:  March 18, 2015 
 
Attested:      Approved: 
 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________________ 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk   Richard W. Yocum, Council President 
 


