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Roll Call 

Present     Absent 
  Mr. Dunham 
  Mrs. Merz 

Mr. Birmingham 
Vice President Sanchelli 
President Yocum 
Lawrence Cohen, Township Attorney 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk 

 
 Mrs. Harvin said, “Let the record show that Administrator James Leach is 
present.  Also present is Richard Wenner, Township Labor Attorney. 
 

Salute to the Flag 
 Council President Yocum asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Notice of Presiding Officer 

Council President Yocum said, “This Regular Council meeting for July 17, 2013, 
commencing at 7:00 p.m. has been properly noticed in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act by notice to the official newspapers of the Township on July 11, 2013.” 

 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting  

June 26, 2013 Regular Meeting Council President Yocum Absent 
Motion:  Merz, second Dunham 

   Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 

Council Reports 
 Sanchelli reported that he attended Jefferson Day on Saturday and it all went 
very well.  Sanchelli said he became involved with the Summer Concert Series at Camp 
Jefferson with Art Bonito.  The Concerts are unbelievably good and they are only $20. 
 
 Merz reported that Jefferson Day this year was extremely unique.  Merz said she 
was pleasantly surprised by the Blue Star Salute and she congratulated the committee 
that organized the event.  Merz said she was happy to see all the elected officials from 
the County that attended and the people from all different walks of life that participated.  
Merz said there was a very good turnout for Jefferson Day.  Merz said she appreciated 
the coordination between the Township, the DPW, the Police Department, the Arts 
Committee, and the Board of Education. 
 
 Merz said that Bonito and Jefferson Highlights has always been something that 
the Council has supported.  Merz said that the concerts are great family entertainment 
and it is a wonderful venue. 
 
 Merz said she has been asked about Holland Mountain Road and if the project is 
completed.  Jeff Elam, the DPW Director, came forward and said that the Road is 
completed minus reflectors which will be put in later this summer.  Elam said the hill is 
almost a 20 percent grade and it is the toughest road that they have ever paved.  
Yocum said that the most important part of that job is underground drainage work that 
no one sees.  Yocum said that he is glad the time and energy was put into all the 
additional work that needed to be done to blast and move rock to put in the drainage. 
 
 Merz complimented the arrival of the additional fire truck to add to the existing 
fleet to help with emergency services. 
 
 Birmingham said that the Blue Star Salute was fantastic.  Birmingham thanked 
the Mayor and the Committee that organized the event.  It was impressive to see the 
wide range of the members of the Armed Services that were honored.  Birmingham said 
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he thought the band was very good and it was a nice tribute to the families that were in 
attendance. 
 
 Birmingham said that Holland Mountain Road was a very tough job and the last 
time it was done, there were complaints about icing and drainage.  But this time the 
widening and the drainage will alleviate many of the dangerous situations. 
 
 Dunham reported that he attended the Blue Star Salute.  Dunham said he would 
like to thank everyone for their help and contributions and no taxpayer money was used 
for the Blue Star Salute.  Dunham said that there have not been many towns that have 
taken the time to honor their veterans and he was very proud to be a part of that event. 
 
 Dunham said he has traveled on Holland Mountain Road about six or seven 
times since it has been completed and it was done very well. 
 
 Yocum said he felt very privileged to be asked to speak at the Blue Star Salute.  
It was a very humbling event.  Yocum said that he speaks in front of many different 
groups of people, however, after leaving that event he had a very good feeling.  Yocum 
said to be surrounded by that caliber of men and women of the service and their families 
was absolutely amazing.  Yocum said he appreciates that the attendance was so good. 
 

Administrative Report of Mayor and Administrator 
 Leach reported that in November the 18 month contract for the electric rate will 
expire and it should be rebid.  The Township did a reverse auction for the electric rate 
which is a pilot program approved by the Department of Community Affairs.  Leach 
asked that the Council place a resolution on the August agenda to approve another 
reverse auction.  Right now the rate is 6.9 cents and next time the rate may be a penny 
more because of increases in fuel prices.  Subsequent to that, the energy consultant 
can contact every rate payer in Jefferson and with information about opting-in to a 
group, via mail or on the computer.  A reverse auction would be held for the residents, 
then an auction for the businesses in Jefferson.  Leach said there would be 3 auctions 
held:  municipal, residential and business.  Leach said the energy consultant will do all 
the marketing to the residents. 
 
 Leach reported that Councilman Dunham, Health Officer DeGennaro and he met 
with an environmentalist and engineers for Kean University about their goal to develop 
the Graduate School for Environmental Sciences at the former Mt. Paul.  Leach reported 
that Dunham was able to advise them where many of the records are located.  Dunham 
commented that the project has to go through the DEP and the Highlands and there is a 
lot of work ahead of them.  Dunham said that since the land and buildings are sitting up 
there dormant, they will be needing employees.  The town would also be in a position to 
provide emergency services.  Leach said that the intent may be to have students there 
on a week by week basis when they are working on specific projects.   
 

Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 No one came forward. 
 

New Business 
Outdoor Gathering Permit for Jersey Wake Off:  Wakeboard Competition August 
10, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Reports received from:  Fire Official, Police 
Chief, Health Official 

Motion:  Merz, second Sanchelli 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Request to Vacate Portion of Chabon Court which will be annexed to Block 
233/Lot 29.32 
Motion:  Send Request to Township Attorney for Ordinance 

Motion:  Birmingham, second Dunham 
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  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 

Resolutions: 
Resolution #13-58:  Approval of Bills with removal of PO 13-01865      (73-A) 

Motion:  Sanchelli, second Merz 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 

Motion to Approve: 
PO No. 13-01865 Headley Lumber $161.22 

Motion:  Merz, second Sanchelli 
  Mr. Dunham   Not Voting 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #13-59:  Authorize Passage of Consent Agenda        (73-B) 

Motion:  Birmingham, second Sanchelli 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #13-60:  Resolution Establishing Procedures to Monitor & Ensure        (73-C) 
Compliance with Federal Tax Law Requirements with Respect to Tax-Exempt 
Debt of the Township 

Motion:  Sanchelli, second Dunham 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Resolution #13-61:  Liquor License Renewal for Licensing Period 7-1-13 to     (73-D) 
6-30-14 

Motion:  Merz, second Sanchelli 
  Mr. Dunham   Aye 
  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
 Cohen introduced Richard Wenner, the Labor Counsel, to the Township Council. 
 

Miscellaneous/Public Portion 
 No one came forward. 
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Adjournment at 7:32 p.m. 

Motion:  Dunham, second Birmingham 
   Mr. Dunham   Aye 

  Mrs. Merz   Aye 
  Mr. Birmingham  Aye 
  Vice President Sanchelli Aye 
  President Yocum  Aye 

 
Dated:  July 17, 2013 
 
Attested:      Approved: 
 
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________________ 
Lori Harvin, Township Clerk    Richard W. Yocum, Council President 
 


